
COVID-19 Pandemic
in Africa

Why has the trajectory been different and what 
lessons can we learn from this?



Global COVID-19 Situation
as of 3:05pm CEST 20 October 2020

*Global numbers are taken from the latest WHO sitrep and dashboard: 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-

2019/situation-reports; https://covid19.who.int/

Confirmed cases
>39M

Deaths
>1M

CFR: 2.6%

New COVID-19 cases reported daily globally by WHO region from 
9 January – 20 October 2020
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Africa accounts for: 
4% of all cases
4% of all deaths

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://covid19.who.int/


Safeguarding Africa’s Health | www.africacdc.org*Africa numbers are taken from official RCC and Member 
State reports. 

COVID-19 cases*: Days since 100th case 
for WHO global regions
Comparison of the cumulative number of COVID-19 cases reported since the first 100 cases in 
each region



COVID-19 Situation in Africa
as of 21 October 2020, 9am EAT

>1.6M
cases

>40K
deaths
CFR: 2.4%

>1.3M
recoveries

(82%)

Safeguarding Africa’s Health | www.africacdc.org

New COVID-19 cases* reported in Africa daily by AU Region from 15 February – 21 October 2020

*Africa numbers are taken from official RCC and Member 
State reports. 



As of 21 October 2020, 6pm EAT

COVID-19 Situation by AU Region

*New numbers as of 20 October 2020. Data taken from official RCC and Member State reports Safeguarding Africa’s Health | www.africacdc.org

Region
New* 20 October 2020 Cumulative 21 October 2020 9am

New* 
Cases

New* 
Deaths

New* 
Recoveries Total Cases

Total 
Deaths

Cumulative 
CFR (%)

Total 
Recoveries

TOTAL 7,084 259 8,998 1,664,212 40,222 2.4 1,372,778

Central 65 1 0 59,487 1,128 1.90 52,889

Eastern 1,334 9 1,015 196,724 3,673 1.87 123,770

Northern 3,639 72 2,548 442,329 12,656 2.86 325,788

Southern 1,632 174 4,921 779,932 20,058 2.57 698,664

Western 414 3 514 185,740 2,707 1.46 171,667



Cumulative COVID-19 incidence* 
by AU Member State
as of 21 October 2020 9am EAT
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5
countries
< 100 case 

/1m pop

16
countries

1001 - 5000 cases 
/1m pop

29
countries

100 - 1000 cases 
/1m pop

4
country

>5000 cases 
/1m pop

*cases/1,000,000 population as reported from official RCC 
and Member State reports. 
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country

No data/report



Cumulative COVID-19 deaths* 
by AU Member State
as of 21 October 2020 9am EAT
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3
countries
< 1 death 
/1m pop

25
countries

10.1- 100 deaths 
/1m pop

23
countries

1 - 10 deaths 
/1m pop

3
country

>100 deaths
/1m pop

*deaths/1,000,000 population as reported from official RCC 
and Member State reports. 

1
country

No data/report



Percentage* of the population with an age 
under 15 for the countries of the world

Safeguarding Africa’s Health | www.africacdc.org*https://www.citypopulation.de/en/world/bymap/YoungPopulation.html 



Map of Member States imposing travel 
restrictions

30 March 2020 23:00 EAT 07 June 2020 20:00 EAT

17 October 2020 
23:00 EAT

30 March 7 June 17 October



Adaptive Strategies



COVID-19 Situation in Africa
as of 21 October 2020, 9am EAT
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New COVID-19 cases* reported in Africa daily by AU Region from 15 February – 21 October 2020

*Africa numbers are taken from official RCC and Member 
State reports. 

Southern Africa

Northern African



Trend of COVID-19 cases*, Northern 
Africa Region

MoroccoNorthern

Libya Tunisia



East Africa

Kenya community mobility report



Lessons Learnt

Much remains unknown
- more information is needed; data sharing mechanisms

Threat hasn’t been abated
- joint strategies, strengthen regional and continental 

collaborations



Thank you!
For more information please contact: 
AfricaCDCEBS@africa-union.org
or visit our website at: 
https://africacdc.org/covid-19/

mailto:AfricaCDCEBS@africa-union.org
https://africacdc.org/covid-19/


Safeguarding Africa’s Health | www.africacdc.org
*Africa numbers are taken from official RCC and Member 
State reports. 
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Map of Member States that are imposing travel restrictions 
(as of 07 June 2020 20:00 EAT) 



Summary of mitigation measures taken by Member States
(as of 07 June 2020 20:00 EAT)*



Map of Member States that are imposing travel restrictions 
(as of 05 April 2020 20:00 EAT) 



Summary of social distancing measures implemented by Member States
(as of 05 April 2020 20:00 EAT)*



Summary of social distancing measures implemented by 
Member States
(as of 31 March 2020 19:00 EAT)*
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